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I. STA TEMENT OF THE ISSUES 

I. Whether the Chancery Court was correct in holding as a matter of law that International 

Order of Twelve Knights and Daughters of Tabor, Mississippi Jurisdiction , Inc., alkJa 

International Order of Twelve Kn ights and Daughters of Tabor in Mississippi ("KDT"), the 

Appellee herein, is an ent ity in good standing within the State of Mississipp i. 
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a. At no time throughout its hi story has KDT initiated efforts to effect a voluntary 

dissolution pursuant to any available Mississippi statutes, to include MS Code 

Ann. §79-11-3 33, MS Code Ann. §79-1 1-335 or MS Code An n. §79-11-336. 

b. At no time throughout its hi story has KDT been subjected to admi ni strati ve 

disso lution by the Mississippi Secretary of State pursuant to MS Code Ann. §79-

11 -347 or MS Code Ann. §79-11-349. 

c. At no time throughout its hi story has KDT been subjected to a court ordered 

disso lution pursuant to MS Code Ann. §79-11-355 . Furthermore, Appellants have 

no standing to encourage or request dissolution pursuant to MS Code Ann. §79-

11-355. 

d. Since its creation, KDT has remai ned act ive within the Mound Bayou, Mississippi 

communi ty and surrounding areas, to include the provision of services and 

engag ing in co ll aborative partnerships for the benefit of those fami lies li ving 

within Mound Bayou, Mississ ippi. 

e. KDT's filing of forms and other documentation with the Office of the Secretary 

of State has no bearing on the entity's ability to own real property in the State of 

Mississippi. 



f. Per the records of the Miss issippi Secretary of State, KDT is and remams an 

entity in good standing within the State of Mississippi. 

2. Whether the Chancery Court was correct in ruling that KDT is vested with titl e to all of 

the Subj ect Property. 
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a. KDT has long maintained continuous and exclusive ownership and cont ro l of the 

Subject Property. 

b. KDT has long maintai ned and paid the ad va lorem property taxes on the SUbject 

Property. 

c. The Chancery Court was correct in ruling that the quitclaim deed to BDT Housing 

Services, Inc. ("B DT") fro m purported members of KDT was void and of no 

effect due to the following: ( I) sa id quitclaim deed was executed by purported 

members who held no authority to act on behalf of KDT; (2) no special meeting 

was held regardi ng the conveyance of the Subject Property to BDT, nor was 

proper notice and publication provided; (3) no quorum was present which 

assented to the conveyance of the Subject Property to BDT. 

d. Appel lants have acknowledged KDT's long conti nuous and exc lusive control of 

the Subject Property and have engaged in coll aborati ve partnershi ps with KDT. 

e. Appellant 's arguments hinge on the baseless asse rti ons that KDT is a defunct 

corporation which as is detail ed herein , is erroneous, inaccurate and without 

grounds fo r consideration. 
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II. ST ATEMENT OF THE CASE 

KDT has long maintained continuous and exclusive control of the Subject Property. At 

no time prior to its November 30, 20 16 special warranty deed has KDT attempted to divest itself 

of ownership of any portion of the Subject Property. 

On November 8, 2016, with neither notice and publication, nor the authority to act on 

behalf of KDT, purported members of KDT executed a quitclaim deed whereby they attempted 

to convey all of the Subject Property to BDT Housing Services Enterprise (" BDT"). (Record 

Except pp. 53-62) . 

On January 12, 2017, In the Chancery Court of the Second Judicia l District of Bolivar 

County, Mississ ippi , Cause No. 2017-00 I 0, KDT filed its Petition to Quiet and Confirm Tit le 

against BDT as to the Subject Property. (Record Except pp. 3-41). 

On May 3, 2017, BDT filed its Answer and Counter-Petition to Quiet and Confirm Titl e. 

(Record Except pp. 47-62). 

On May 2, 2017, Taborian Urgent Care Center Project, Inc. alk/a Taborian Urgent Care 

Center, Inc. ("TUCC", one of the Appellants herein), filed its Motion to In tervene in the above­

referenced quiet title lawsuit between KDT and BDT. (Record Except pp. 73-76). 

On May 3, 2017, a hearing was conducted before the Chancery Court of the Second 

Judicia l District of Boli var County, Mississippi pertaining to the above-referenced lawsuit. 

Counsel for both the Appellants and the Appellee were present for said hearing. 

On May 15, 2017, the City of Mound Bayou (the "City of Mound Bayou", one of the 

Appellants herein), filed its Motion to Intervene in the above-referenced quiet title action 

between KDT and BDT. (Record Except pp. 105-115). 
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On May 22, 2017 (Nunc pro tunc to May 3, 2017), the Chancery Court entered its Order 

allowing TUCC to intervene in the above-referenced quiet title action. (Record Except pp. 167-

168). 

On May 23, 2017, TUCC filed its Cross-Petition to Confirm Title and for Other Reliefas 

it pertains to the SUbject Property. (Record Excerpt pp. 162-166) 

On May 31, 2017, the Chancery Court entered its Order allowing the City of Mound 

Bayou to intervene in the above-refe renced lawsuit. (Record Excerpt p. 189) 

On June 2, the Chancery Court entered its Final Order on Petition to Quiet and Confi rm 

Title wherein titl e to the Subject Property was quieted and confirmed in KDT; furthermore, the 

Chancery Court determined and adjudicated that KDT is and remains a viable entity in good 

standing within the State of Mississ ippi. (Record Excerpt pp.171-188). 

On June 29, 2017, TUCC filed its Notice of Appeal. (Record Excerpt p. 200). 

On July 5, 2017, the City of Mound Bayou fi led its Notice of Appeal. (Record Excerpt 

pp.203-205). 

BOT has filed no appeal of the Chancery's Court's decision to quiet and confirm titl e to 

the Subject Property in KDT. 

III. STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS TO THE ISSUES PRESENTED 

This is a simple quiet title case. KDT was founded on February 24, 1903 as a Mississippi 

non-profit corporation with the mission of providing various charitable, religious, educational 

and philanthropic services for the community of Mound Bayou, Mississippi . 

Per the records of the Mississippi Secretary of State, KDT is and remains an entity in 

Good Standing within the State of Mississippi. (Chancery Exhibit 1). 
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From the date of its inception, KDT has been substantially engaged in various charitable, 

philanthropic and educational endeavors within the City of Mound Bayou, Mississippi and 

surrounding areas. Between 1903 and 1985, KDT acquired title to the Subject Property which is 

more specifically identified as fo llows: 

I. Tract No. I : 
A lot measuring 300 feet by 400 feet and being the South 3/4ths of Green's Square 
of a part of the Original Town of Mound Bayou, Mississ ippi , as shown in the 
ori ginal survey and plat of sa id Town, on fi le in the Office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Bolivar County, at Cleveland, Mississippi . 

PARCEL NUMBER: 35-05-030- 13-00500 PPfN: 14685 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 204 Main Street, Mound Bayou, MS 38762 

2. Tract No. 2 (also known as the I.T. Montgomerv House): 
A lot measuring ninety-seven (97) fee t, North and South, and One Hundred 
Seventy (170) feet, East and West, in the Northeast Corner of Montgomery 
Square, Original Survey of the Town of Mound Bayou, Bolivar County, 
Mississ ippi , to-wit: 

Begin at the Northeast Corner of Montgomery Square, Original Town of Mound 
Bayou, Mississ ippi , and measure thence South, Ninety-Seven (97) feet , to a stake; 
thence measure West One Hundred Seventy (170) feet, to a stake; thence measure 
North Ninety-Seven (97) feet to a stake; thence measure East, One Hundred 
Seventy (170) feet , to the point of beginning, on which said lot there is situated 
the Two Story Brick Home of the late I.T. Montgomery, deceased. 

PARCEL UMBER: 35-05-030-1 4-00 100 PPfN: 14686 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: Mai n Street, Mound Bayou, MS 38762 

3. Tract No. 3 (also known as the Taborian Hospital): 

02845792 

A certain tract of land, being part of the SW I/4 of the SW1I4 of Section 33, 
Township 24 North , Range 5 West, Bolivar County, Mississ ippi , described as: 

Beginning at a point on the Eastern boundary line of the right of way of U.S. 
Highway No. 61 , said point being 113 fee t East and 8 feet North of an iron stake, 
which marks the Southwest corner of Section 33, Township 24 North, Range 5 
West, Bolivar County, Mississippi , and run thence North I degree 30 minutes 
West along the Eastern right of way line of said U.S. Highway No. 61 for 300 
feet ; thence East for 312.0 feet to the East line of a gravel drive; thence South I 
degree 30 minutes East along the East edge of sa id gravel drive for 305.34 feet; 
thence North 89 degrees 00 minutes West for 312.05 fee t to the point of 
beginning. 
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PARCEL NUM BER: 37-33-900-00-03800 PPIN: 17956 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: NORTH EDWARDS AVE., MOUND BA YOU, MS 
38762 

4. Tract No.4 : 
A strip of land eight feet in width measured from North to South a long the South 
side of that property conveyed by Elil ah H. Jones to Grantors (Horace Bromfield 
and Allie Lee Bromfield) on January 5, 1962, by deed recorded in Book M-68 at 
Page 38 1 in the o ffi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Bolivar County, at Cleveland, 
Mississippi , sa id eight foot strip bei ng off the South side of the property described 
as fo llows : 

Commence at the Northeast Corner of the property designated as "Green's 
Square" on the plat of the original Town of Mound Bayou in the Chancery Clerk's 
office at Cleveland, Mississippi, and measure Westerly along the Northern 
boundary of said Square to a point which is half way between the present brick 
building and the Town Hall ; thence measure at ri ght angles to sa id Southern 
boundary a distance of 100 feet; thence measure Easterly and paralle l with said 
Northern boundary line to the Eastern boundary line of sa id Green's Square; 
thence measure Northerl y, and along said Eastern boundary to the Northeast 
Corner, the point of begi nning and containing a two story brick bui lding located 
on said property, which was formerly occupied by the telephone company. 

PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-900-00-03900 PPIN: 17957 
PROPERTY ADDRESS : Township Road , Mound Bayou, MS 38762 

5. Tract No.5: 
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Lots I - 9, and Lots 14 - 16, of the Taborian Subdivision of a part of the 
unplatted lands of the Town of Mound Bayo u, in the Second Jud icial District of 
Bolivar County, Mississ ippi , according to the official plat of said Subdivision 
filed and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk at Cleveland, Mississippi , 
in Book Three (3) at Page 54 of the plats called "Municipal Plats, Boli var County, 
Mississ ippi ." 

PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00 100 PPIN: 17858 (Lo t I) 
PARCEL NUMB ER: 37-33-658-00-00200 PPIN : 17859 (Lot 2) 
PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00300 PPIN: 17860 (Lot 3) 
PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00400 PPIN: 17861 (Lot 4) 
PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00500 PPIN: 17862 (Lot 5) 
PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00600 PPIN: 17863 (Lot 6) 
PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00700 PPIN: 17864 (Lot 7) 
PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-00800 PPIN: 17865 (Lot 8) 
PARCEL NUM BER: 37-33-658-00-00900 PPIN: 17866 (Lot 9) 
PARCEL NUMB ER: 37-33 -658-00-01400 PPIN: 17869 (Lot 14) 
PAR CEL NUMBER: 37-33 -658-00-01500 PPIN: 17870 (Lo t 15) 
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PARCEL NUMBER: 37-33-658-00-01600 PPlN: 17871 (Lot 16) 

(Record Excerpt pp. 3-41). 

In summary, KDT acqu ired ti tl e to the Subject Property (Tract Nos. 1-5) as follows: 

Tract No. Date Acquired Vesting Deed KDT Duration of Ownership 

Tract No. I Jul y 16, 1979 Book M 140, Page 195 37+ years 

Tract No.2 January 10, 1942 Book M31 , Page 214 75 years 

Tract No.3 April 24, 1985 Book M 165, Page 116 32 years 

Tract No.4 September IS , 1970 Book M 130, Page 16 46+ years 

Tract o. 5 Septem ber I, 1939 Book M30, Page 368 77+ years 
September 25, 1939 Book M30, Page 369 

KDT has main tained continuous and uninterrupted contro l and ownership of the Subject 

Property since each of the above mentioned acqu isi tion dates. 

From the date of its creat ion, KDT has remained engaged within the Mound Bayou 

community. In or around late 2006 and early 2007, the health of Kemper H. Smi th, Sr., KDT's 

International Grand Chief Mentor, began to fail rendering him unable to continue serving as 

president of the organization. 

On Apri l 25,2007, wi th the advice and under the direction of legal counse l, KDT called a 

Special Meeting for the purposes of d iscussi ng and handling vari ous internal business matters 

pertaining to the organi zation. During sa id Special Meeting, a Resolution was voted upon, 

approved and adopted whereby it was decided that Kemper H. Smith, Jr. and Myrna Smith-

Thompson, the ch ildren of Sir Kemper H. Smith, Sr. , wou ld assume the duties and 

responsibili ties of the International Chief Grand Mentor due to their father's failing health. Also 
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included within these powers and duties is the authority to oversee and manage all matters 

involving any real property owned by KDT. (Record Excerpt pp. 34-36). 

Under the direction of legal counsel , Notice of Publication was provided and Proof of 

Publication was made in following newspapers: The Bolivar Commercial; The Delta Democrat­

Times; The Yazoo Herald; The Clarksdale Press Register. (Record Excerpt pp. 38-41). 

Upo n assumi ng leadership roles with in KDT, Myrna Smith-Thompson and Kemper H. 

Smith, 1r. engaged in a variety of efforts aimed at benefiting the organization. These efforts 

included, but are not limited to, securing grant and private funds for the renovation and 

restoration of the Subject Property, funds for the development of educational and philanthropic 

services to be conducted upon the Subject Property, and partnerships with various organi zations 

ai med at providing community health and well ness programs for the community of Mound 

Bayou. 

On May 4, 20 I 0, Knights and Daughters of Tabor (KDT), as Lesso r, entered into a Lease 

Agreement (the " Lease") with the City of Mound Bayou covering a portion of the Subject 

Property (i. e., the Taborian Hospital property). Said lease was executed for a thirty (30) year 

term end ing on May 3, 2040 and is made subject to various renovation requirements pertaining 

to the property. (Record Excerpt pp. 116-119). 

Kn ights and Daughters of Tabor (KDT) and the City of Mound Bayou executed an 

Affirmation of the Lease on December 19, 2013 , whereby each party reaffirmed its commitment 

to the restoration and revitalization of the Subject Property. This Affirmation provides that the 

parties acknowledge that a signed copy of the original Lease cannot be located . (Record 

Excerpt pp. 112-115). 
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On September 8, 20 I 4, Knights and Daughters of Tabor KDT filed its Articles of 

Incorporation within the State of Mississippi whereby said entity was duly formed as a perpetual 

Mississippi non-profit corporation. (Record Excerpt p. 63). 

Knights and Daughters of Tabor KDT remains an entity in Good Standing within the 

State of Mississippi. (Chancery Exhibit I). 

On May 18,20 I 5, the Ci ty of Mound Bayou sublet a portion of the Subject Property (i.e. , 

the Tabori an Hospita l properly) to TUCC. The sublease was made subject to the terms and 

provisions of the Lease entered into between Knights and Daughters of Tabor KDT and the City 

of Mound Bayou. (Record Excerpt pp. 131-139). 

By Assignment dated May 18, 20 I 5, made effecti ve as of October I, 20 14, the City of 

Mound Bayou assigned all its legal rights, titl e and interest in the Lease to TUCC. Said 

Assignment includes the following provision: "Should the leased real property or any of the 

assets of the project cease to be used by the Assignee for the provision of health care serv ices 

and/or health care educat ion in Mound Bayou, Mississippi, then said property/asset shall revert 

to the City of Mound Bayou." (Record Excerpt pp. 140-145). 

In her Affidavits filed on January 5, 20 I 6 and December 29, 20 I 6, Margo Christi an 

Brooks, the Chief Executive Officer of TUCC, stated that TUCC "served patients from August 

2014 through April 201 5" (Record Excerpt pp. 100-104). 

[n its Motion to Intervene fil ed on May 15, 20 I 7, the City of Mound Bayou confirmed 

that TUCC closed its doors on or about April, 20 I 5 and has not operated a health care facility on 

any portion of the Subject Property since that date . [n its Motion, pursuant to the effective 

reversion which resulted as a resu lt of TUCC's fai lure to continue providing services within the 

Taborian Hospital property, the City of Mound Bayou asserts ownership as to the property and 
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assets assigned previously to TUCC. The City of Mound Bayou specifically notes that TUCC 

has not been in operation since 2015 and that the property and assets have automaticall y reverted 

to the City of Mound Bayou. Thus, since April 2015, neither Ms. Brooks nor TUCC have 

maintained any right or viab le claim of title or ownership to the property or assets situated in or 

upon the Taborian Hospital property. (Record Excerpt pp. 105-119). 

In her Affidavits filed on January 5, 2016 and December 29,20 16, Ms. Brooks also 

stated that the City of Mound Bayou was awarded a grant to renovate the old Taborian Hospital 

property. (Rccol'd Excerpt pp. 100-J 04 and pp. 126-130). 

Ms. Brooks also states in her Affidavits that "The owner of the old Taborian Hospital was 

International Order of Twelve Knights and Daughters of Tabor." (Record Excerpt pp. 100-

104). 

By her own admiss ion, Ms. Brooks confirmed that her services and those of TUCC were 

retained by and on behalf of the City of Mound Bayou to act as a Contractor Admi nistrator for 

various grant initiatives the terms of which have expired. (Record Excerpt pp. 77-81). 

Ms. Brooks al so specifically notes that she was provided a stipend of 

$ 1,000.00 and an annual sa lary of $60,000.00 as consideration for her employment as Contract 

Administrator on behalf of the City of Mound Bayou. It is clear that Ms. Brooks acted as an 

agent or employee of the City of Mound Bayou which neither provides TUCC nor Ms. Brooks 

with any viable claim of title to the Subject Property. (Record Excerpt pp. 77-81). 

Correspondence recei ved from the United State Department of Agricu lture - Rural 

Development, pertaining to the City of Mound Bayou's award of various grant fu nds under the 

Delta Health Care Services Program, confirms that Ms. Brooks is recognized as the Project 

Administrator. A " Project Selection Not ice" accompanying thi s correspondence confirms that 
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the recipient is the C ity of Mound Bayou and a Rural Utilities Service Borrower Ach Payment 

Fonn further designates the City of Mound Bayou as Payee/Company. A Delta Health Care 

Services Program Certification of Authority also li sts the Grant Recipient as the City of Mound 

Bayou, with Margo L. Brooks serving as Contract Administrator. The ev idence contained in the 

record is clear that the serv ices provided by TUCC and Ms. Brooks we re provided upon the 

request and on the behalfofthe City of Mound Bayou. (Record Excerpt pp. 120-125). 

On October 13 ,20 15, KDT filed its Complaint to Evict against the City of Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi and TUCC, In Ihe Calmly Caliri of Bolivar Calmly. MissisSippi, Calise No. 2015-

208, pertaining to the breach of a Lease covering a portion of the Subject Property known as the 

Taborian Hospital. This eviction proceeding remains open before the Honorable Mil ls E. Barbee 

as Special Judge, Inlhe Coun/y Coul'l of Bolivar County, Mississippi, Calise No. C-20J5-208. 

On November 24, 2015, the City of Mound Bayou fil ed its Motion , Defenses and 

Answers to Compla int. On January 29, 20 16, the City of Mound Bayou filed its Cross-Complaint 

for Evicti on-Removal of Subtenant for Breach of First Amended Sublease Agreement against 

TUCC. This eviction proceeding was held in abeyance pending determination of the ownersh ip 

of the Taborian Hospital by the Chancery Court. 

On November 4, 20 16, BOT obtained a quitclaim deed from Annyce Campbell , Mary 

Carter, Pari scene Lewis Wilson, Richard Williams and Willie B. Williams, each of whom 

originall y claimed in sa id quitclaim deed to be a surviving member of KDT. By virtue of this 

quitclaim deed , these purported members quitclaimed the Subject Property to BOT. (Record 

Excerpt pp. 53-62). 
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Annyce Perkins Campbell, a ninety-two (92) year old lifelong resident of Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi , testified that she was aware that Kemper H. Smith, Sr. was the Chief Grand Mentor 

ofKDT. (Chancery Transcript p. 105, Lines 25-28; p. 107, Line 16-24) 

Mrs. Campbell also notes that KDT would at times also be referred to s imply as "Knights 

and Daughters of Tabor." (Chancery Transcript p. 110, Lines 7-9) 

Mary Carter also testified that she only knew KDT as "Knights and Daughters of Tabor." 

(Chancery Transcript p. 126, Lines 8-11) 

Both Mrs . Campbell and Mrs. Carter testified that they were aware that KDT owned the 

Subject Property . 

The record reflects that KDT is sometimes referred to simply as Knights and Daughters 

of Tabor, and individuals familiar wi th the organization have testified that they recognize KDT 

as one and the same enti ty as Knights and Daughters of Tabor. 

No evidence has been presented to thi s Court which confirms that Annyce Campbell , 

Mary Carter, Pari scene Lewis Wilson, Richard Williams and Willie B. Williams are members of 

KDT. Furthermore, Mrs. Annyce Perkins Campbell testifi ed that she did not know if Mary 

Carter, one of the grantors of the above-referenced quitclaim deed, was a member of KDT. In 

fact , Mary Carter testified that she personally was unaware if she was a member of KDT. 

(Chancery Transcript p. 112, Lines 18-22). 

No Notice or Publication was provided to Mryna Smith-Thompson, Kemper H. Smith, 

1r., nor any other members or officers of KDT. No special meeting was ca lled for and no vote of 

the membership or Board of Curators (i.e. , Board of Directors) was held whereby it was decided 

that KDT would convey any portion of the Subject Property to BOT. 
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No ev idence has been presented which supports the assertion that Annyce Campbell , 

Mary Carter, Pariscene Lewis Wilson, Richard Williams and Willie B. Will iams were authori zed 

to conduct any business on the behalf of KDT. 

On November 30, 201 6, KDT executed a special warranty deed (Book 2 160, Page 2659) 

whereby it conveyed a portion of the Subject Property (i. e., the Tabori an Hospital) to Knights 

and Daughters of Tabor KDT. Attached to thi s special warranty deed is the Affidavit of Rev. J.E. 

Cummings, Jr. , whereby he affirm s that as a Member o f the Board of Curators of KDT, he is 

authorized to execute said specia l warranty deed on behalf of the organ izat ion. (Chancery 

Exhibit 13). 

On January 12, 201 7, KDT fil ed its Petition to Quiet and Confirm Title as to the Subject 

Property aga inst BOT. (Record Excerpt pp. 3-41). 

On May 2, 20 17, TUCC fil ed its Motion to Intervene with respect to the above-described 

quiet titl e acti on pertaining to the Subject Property. (Recol'd Excerpt pp. 73-76). 

On May 3, 20 17, BOT fil ed its Answer and Counter Petition to Quiet and Confi rm Title 

as to the Subject Property. (Record Excerpt pp. 47-62) . 

On May 23, 201 7, TUCC fil ed its Cross-Petition to Confirm Title with respect to the 

above-described quiet titl e acti on pertaining to the Subject Property. In its Cross-Petition, TUCC 

asserts a litany of base less and factuall y incorrect statements concerning KDT. TUCC also 

further confirms its and Ms. Brooks' status as an agent or employee of the City o f Mound Bayo u. 

Specifica ll y, Ms. Brooks acknowledges that she "prepared the grant fo r the City of Mound 

Bayou to receive funds to renovate the old Taborian Hospital building", and "was asked to write 

herself in as Contract Admini strator to manage the grant at a salary of $60,000.00 annually." 

(Record Excerpt pp. 71-81). 
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Ms. Brooks' Affidav it fil ed on April 29, 20 16 furthe r confirms that on September 30, 

20 11 , the City of Mound Bayou was awarded a grant to renovate the old Taborian Hospital 

property. The record is clear and Ms. Brooks has repeatedl y confirmed that any work she 

engaged in regarding the Subject Property was on behalf and upon the request of the C ity of 

Mound Bayou. Neither TUCC nor Ms. Brooks ever acquired a vested interest in the Subject 

Property and any interest either acq uired in the sublease agreement expi red when TUCC ceased 

operations in 20 15. (Record Excerpt pp. 100-104). 

On May 3, 2017, before the Chancery Court of the Second Judicia l District o f Boli var 

County, Miss issippi , testimony was given and evidence was presented at a hearing pertaining to 

KDT's Petition to Quiet and Confirm its titl e to the Subject Property. 

On May 15, 2017, the City of Mound Bayou fil ed its Motion to Intervene with respect to 

the above-described quiet tit le acti on pertaining to the Subject Property. (Record Excerpt pp. 

105-145). 

On May 22, 20 17, an Order was entered in the Chancery Court which al lowed TUCC and 

Ms. Brooks to intervene in the above-described matter concerning KDT' s Petition to Quiet and 

Confirm its title to the Subject Property. (Record Excerpt pp. ]67-168). 

On May 23, 2017, TUCC filed its Cross Petition to Confirm Title pertaining to the 

Taborian Hospital property. Ms. Brooks once again confirms in thi s Cross Petition that her 

services, and those of TUCC, were retai ned by the City of Mound Bayo u and that Ms. Brooks 

was provided a $ 1,000.00 stipend and $60,000.00 annual salary to wo rk as Contractor 

Ad ministrator for the City of Mound Bayou. (Record Excerpt pp. 162-166). 
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On May 31 , 2017, an Order was entered in the Chancery Court which allowed the City of 

Mound Bayou to intervene in the above-described matter concerning KDT's Petition to Quiet 

and Confi rm its titl e to the Subject Property. (Record Excerpt p. 189). 

On June 2, 2017, the Chancery Court, hav ing heard testimony and after examination of 

the evidence presented as it pertains to KDT's efforts to quiet and confirm its title to the Subject 

Property, rendered its Final Order on Petition to Quiet and Confi rm Title whereby it was 

adjudicated that KDT is and remains an entity in good standing within the State of Miss issippi , 

and that titl e to the Subj ect Property is vested in KDT. (Record Excerpt pp. 171-188) . 

On June 29, 20 17, TUCC fil ed its Notice of Appea l. (Record Excerpt pp. 200-202). 

On July 5, 201 7, the City of Mound Bayo u fi led its Noti ce of Appeal. (Record Excerpt 

pp. 203-205). 

IV. SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 

KDT has clearl y shown that it has long maintained continuous and exc lusive ownershi p 

and control of the Subject Property. Furthermore, KDT has clearl y shown it is and remains an 

entity in good standing within the State of Miss issippi . 

Neither TUCC nor Ms. Brooks have a viable claim of titl e to the Subject Property. Ms. 

Brooks has repeatedly acknowledged and confirmed that her services, and those of TUCC, were 

retained by and on behalf of the City of Mound Bayou with respect to the Subject Property. Ms. 

Brooks and TUCC were fi nancially compensated as agents and/or employees of the City of 

MOlmd Bayo u until cessation of TUCC's operations in April , 2015. Acting as an agent or 

employee of the City of Mound Bayou neither provides TUCC nor Ms. Brooks with any viable 

claim of title to the Subject Property. 
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Any rights TUCC or Ms. Brooks may have had as a sub-lessee of the Taborian Hospital 

property terminated upon TUCC's cessation of operations in Apri l, 20 15. TUCC closed its doors 

on or about April, 2015, and has not operated a health care facilit y on any portion of the Subject 

Property since that date. Any ri ghts of TUCC or Ms. Brooks as a sub-lessee with respect to the 

property or assets covered by the Sub-Lease Agreement automatica ll y reverted to the City of 

Mound Bayou upon TUCC's cessation of operations. 

The rights of the City o f Mound Bayou, if any, are limited strictl y to those of a 

Lessee/Tenant, the disposition of which should be handled via the evict ion proceeding currently 

pending in Bolivar County Court . 

Neither TUCC, Ms. Brooks, nor the City of Mound Bayou has standing to allege or assert 

di sso lution proceedings against KDT. 

The City of Mound Bayou executed a lease agreement with KDT on May 4, 2010, and 

subsequent ly re-affIrmed the Lease on December 29, 2013. The City of Mound Bayou is well­

aware of the long-storied activities of KDT with in the Mound Bayou community. Furthermore, 

the City of Mound Bayou is well-aware that KDT has owned and maintained the Subject 

Property for decades . 

KDT has presented clear evidence that it remains an entity in good standing with in the 

State of Mississippi. The land records of Bolivar County, Mississ ippi clearl y reflect that KDT 

has long maintained continuous and uninterrupted contro l and ownership of the Subject Property. 

This Court should affirm the ruling of the Chancery Court whereby it was adjudicated that title to 

the Subject Property remains vested in KDT. 
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V. ARGUMENT 

A. The Chancery Court was correct in affirming that International Ordel' of Twelve 
Knights and Daughters of Tabor in Mississippi ("KDT") is and remains an entity in 
good standing within the State of Mississippi. 

KDT has clearly shown that it is and remains an entity in good standing within the State 

of Mississ ippi. The records of the Mississippi Secretary of State confirm that KDT was formed 

on February 24, 1903, and has remained an entity in good standing within the State of 

Mississippi since its creation. 

KDT has never been subjected to di sso lution pursuant to MS Code Ann. §79-11-336, 

which reads as follows: 
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§79-1l-336. Application and distribution of assets of voluntary dissolving 
corporation 
The assets of a corporation in the process of voluntary dissolution pursuant to 
Section 79-1 1-333 or Section 79- 11-335 shall be appl ied and di stri buted as 
follows: 
(a) All liabilities and obligations of the corporation shall be paid, sati sfied and 

di scharged; in case its property and assets are not sufficient to sati sfy or 
discharge all the corporation's li abilities and obligations, the corporation shall 
apply them so far as they will go to the just and equitable payment of the 
liabilities and obligations. 

(b) Assets held by the corporation upon condition requiring return, transfer or 
conveyance, which condition occurs by reason of the dissolution, shall be 
returned, transferred or conveyed in acco rdance with such requirements. 

(c) If the corporation to be di sso lved is a charitab le organization, as defined in 
Section 79-11-501, the remaining assets shall be transferred to another 
charitable organization or other charitable organizations, as defined in 
Section 79-1 I-50 I , either domestic or foreign, engaged in acti vities 
substantially similar to those of the disso lving corporat ion, or to the federa l 
govenmlent, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. For all 
other nonprofi t corporations, assets received and held by the corporation 
subject to limitat ions permitting their use only for charitable, religious, 
eleemosynary, benevolent, educational or similar purposes, but not he ld upon 
a condition requiring return, transfer or conveyance by reason of the 
dissolution, shall be transferred or conveyed to one or more domesti c or 
foreign corporations, soc ieties or organizations engaged in activities 
substantiall y similar to those of the disso lving corporation. 
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(d) Other assets not described above, if any, shall be di stributed in accordance 
with the provisions of the art icles of incorporation or the bylaws to the extent 
that the articl es of incorporation or bylaws detennine the distributi ve ri ght of 
members, or any class or classes of members, or provide for distribution to 
others. SOURCES: Laws, 2009, ch. 547, § I, eff from and after July 1,2009. 

The Appellants convenientl y fa il ed to inc lude pertinent portions of MS Code Ann. §79-

11-336, specificall y with regard to the referenced MS Code Ann. §79-11-333 and MS Code Ann. 

§79- 11-335 with respect to vo luntary dissolution. MS Code Ann. §79-11-333 reads as follows: 

§79-11-333. Disso lution by incorporators or directors of corporation that has 
no members. 
( I) A majority of the incorporators or directors of a corporation that has no 

members may, subject to any approval required by the articles or bylaws, 
disso lve the corporation by deli vering to the Secretary of State aJ1 icies of 
di sso lution. 

(2) The corporation shall give notice of any meeting at which di ssolution will be 
approved. The notice shall be in accordance with Section 79- 11-259. The 
notice must also state that the purpose, or one of the purposes, of the meeting 
is to consider di ssolution of the corporation. 

(3) The incorporators or directors in approving disso lution shall adopt a plan of 
di ssolution indicating to whom the assets owned or held by the corporation will be 
di stributed after all creditors have been paid. SOURCES : Laws, 1987, ch. 485, § 117, 
eff from and after January I, 1988. 

MS Code Ann. §79- 11 -333 is clearly inappl icable as testimony 111 these proceeding 

confirms that KDT has members. KDT has never engaged in any acts of voluntary d issolution, 

e ither by its incorporators or its directors and Articles of Dissolution have never been submitted 

to the Secretary of State. 

MS Code Ann. §79-11-3 35 reads as follows: 

§79-11-335. Appl'ova l of disso lution by board of directors or members; notice 
requirements. 

( I) Unless Section 79-11-10 I et seq., the articles of incorporation, the bylaws or the 
board of directors or members (acting pursuant to subsection (3) of thi s section) 
require a greater vote or voting by class, di sso lution is authori zed if it is 
approved : 
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(a) By the board of directors; and 
(b) By the members, ifany, by two-thirds (2/3) of the votes cast, or a majority 
of the voting power, whichever is less. 

(2) If the corporation does not have members, di sso lution must be approved by a 
vote of a majority of the directors in office at the time the transaction is 
approved. In addi ti on, the corporation shall provide notice of any directors' 
meeting at which such approval is to be obta ined in acco rdance with Section 79-
11-259. The noti ce must also state that the purpose, or one of the purposes, of the 
meeti ng is to consider disso lution of the corporation and contain or be 
accompanied by a copy or summary of the plan of di ssolution. 

(3) The board may condition its submission of the proposed dissolution, and the 
members may condition their approval of the dissolution on receipt of a higher 
percentage of affi rmative votes or on any other basis. 

(4) If the board seeks to have dissolution approved by the members at a membership 
meeting, the corporation shall give notice to its members of the proposed 
membership meeting in accordance with Section 79-11-205. The notice must 
also state that the purpose, or one of the purposes, of the meeting is to consider 
disso lving the corporation and contai n or be accompanied by a copy or summary 
of the plan of di sso lution. 

(5) If the board seeks to have di sso lution approved by the members by wri tten 
consent or written ballot, the material so liciting the approval shall conta in or be 
accompan ied by a copy or summary of the plan of di sso lution. 

(6) The plan of dissolution shall indicate to whom the assets owned or held by the 
corporation will be distributed after all creditors have been paid. SOURCES: 
Laws, 1987, ch. 485, § 118, efffrom and after January 1, 1988. 

Much li ke MS Code Ann. §79- 11-333 above, MS Code Ann. §79-1 1-335 is also 

inapplicable to these proceedings as neither KDT's directors nor its members have ever initiated 

any acts of voluntary dissolution on behalf of the organi zation. The ev idence is clear that KDT is 

and remains an entity in good standing within the State of Miss issippi. 

Appellants elToneously cite MS Code Ann. §79-11-336 as potential justification for the 

di sso lution of KDT. No incorporators, directors or members of KDT have initiated efforts to 

voluntary dissolve the organization. KDT has clearly shown that it is and remains an active entity 

in good standing within the State of Mississippi . MS Code Ann. §79- 11-336 is not applicable to 
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these proceedings and the Appe llants have no viable claim of titl e to the Subject Property by 

virtue ofMS Code Ann. §79-1 1-336. 

Appe llants also ci te MS Code Ann. §79-1 1-347 as possible grounds for the dissolution of 

KDT. Aga in, Appellants convenient ly fail to provide a complete read ing of MS Code Ann. §79-

11-347, which reads as follows : 

§79-11-347. Administrative dissolution by Secretary of State, grounds for 

The Secretary of State !lli!Y commence a proceeding under Section 79- I 1-349 to administratively 
dissolve a corporation if: 

(a) The corporation does not pay within sixty (60) days after they are due any taxes or 
penalties imposed by Section 79-1 I -I 0 I et seq. or other law; 

(b) The corporation does not deliver a requested status report to the Secretary of State 
within sixty (60) days after it is due; 

(c) The corporation is wi thout a regi stered agent in thi s state for sixty (60) days or more; 

(d) The corporation does not not ifY the Secretary of State within one hundred twenty ( 120) 
days that its registered agent has been changed or that its registered agent has resigned; 

(e) The corporat ion's period of duration, if any, stated in its articles of incorporation expires; 

(f) The corporation fa il s to report within the time period specified in Section 79- I I -405 the 
suspension or revocation of its tax-exempt status under Section 50 I (c )(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code; or 

(g) An incorporator, director, officer or agent of the corporation signed a document he knew 
was fa lse in any material respect with intent that the document be delivered to the 
Secretary of State for filing. SOURCES: Laws, 1987, ch. 485, § 124; Laws, 20 I I, ch. 
440, § 15; Laws, 2012, ch. 382, § 63 , efffrom and after Jan. 1, 20 13. 

As noted above, MS Code Ann. §79-1 1-347 provides that the Secretary of State "may" 

commence dissolution proceedings pursuant to MS Code Ann. §79-11-349. Furthermore, KDT 

has never rece ived a requested status report from Secretary of State nor has KDT been the 

subject of any di ssolution proceedings initiated against the organization by the Secretary of State. 
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As is referenced above, administrative dissolution is contro ll ed by MS Code AIm. §79-

11-349, which reads as follows: 

§79-11-349. Administrative dissolution, procedures 

( I) Upon determi ning that one or more gro unds ex ist under Section 79- 11-347 fo r 
di sso lving a corporat ion, the Secretary of State shall notify the corporation in the 
form of a record of that determination. 

(2) I f the corporat ion docs not correct each ground for disso lution or demonstrate to the 
reasonable sat isfaction of the Secretary of State that each ground determ ined by the 
Secretary of State does not ex ist within at least sixty (60) days after service of the 
notice is perfected, the Secretary of State may administrati ve ly di ssolve the 
corporati on by signing a certificate of di sso lution that rec ites the ground or grounds 
fo r di ssolu tion and its effective date. The Secretary of State shall tile the original of 
the certi li cate and serve a copy on the corporation. 

(3) A corporation administrati vely d isso lved cont inues its corporate ex istence but may 
not carryon any acti vities except those necessary to wi nd up lind liquidate its affairs 
under Section 79-1 1-341 and notify its claimants under Secti ons 79-11 -343 and 79-
11 -345. 

(4) The adm inistrat ive di ssol ution of a co rporation does not terminate the authori ty of its 
regi stered agent. SOU RCES: Laws, 1987, ch. 485, § 125; Laws. 201 1, ch. 440, § 16; 
Laws, 20 12, ch. 382, § 64, etHrom and after Jan. 1, 20 13. 

Much like the above statutes, MS Code Ann . §79-1 I -349 is also inappli cable to these 

proceed ings as the Secretary of State has never determined that one or more grounds exists for 

KDT's di sso lution. To the contrary, per the records of the Secretary of State, KDT is and 

remains an entity in good standing within the State of Mississippi. Furthermore, not withstand ing 

the above, KDT has never been not ified of the initiat ion of disso lution proceedings against the 

organi zati on and has certainly never been provided with time fo r correct ive measures pursuant to 

MS Code Ann. §79- 11-349. 
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More importantl y, to the question of di sso lution, any assertion of dissolution argued by 

the Appellants should be di sregarded by thi s Court as neither party has standing to assert such a 

claim. MS Code Ann. §79-11-355 reads as fo llows: 

§79-11-355. Dissolution by court order; parties who may br'ing action; 
grounds for court ordered dissolution. 

(I) The chancery court of the county where the corporation's principal office is or 
was located, or in the Chancery Court of the First Jud icial Distri ct of Hinds 
County, Miss issippi , if the corporation does not have a princi pal offi ce in thi s 
state, may disso lve a corporation: 
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(a) In a pr'oceeding by the Attorney General or the Secretary of Sta te if it is 
established that: 

(i) The corporation obtained its articles of incorporation through fraud; 
(ii ) The corporation has continued to exceed or abuse the authority confe rred 
upon it by law; or 
(ii i) If the corporation is a charitable organizat ion, as defined in Section 79-11-
50 I, that: 
I. The corporate assets are being misappl ied or wasted; 
2. The corporation is unable to carry out its purpose(s); or 
3. The corporat ion has violated the laws regulati ng the solic itat ion of charitable 
contributions, Section 79-11-50 I et seq.; 

(b) In a proceeding by fifty (50) members or members holding fi ve percent (5%) 
of the voting power, whichever is less, or by a d irector if it is establi shed that: 

(i) The directors are dead locked in the management of the corporate affairs, and 
the members, if any, are unable to breach the deadlock; 
(ii) The directors or those in control of the corporation have acted, are acting or 
will act in a manner that is illegal, oppressive or fraudu lent ; 
(ii i) The members are deadlocked in voting power and have fa il ed, for a pe ri od 
that includes at least two (2) consecuti ve annual meeting dates, to elect successors 
to directors whose terms have, or would otherwise have, expired; or 
(iv) The corporate assets are being misapplied or wasted; 

(c) In a proceed ing by a credi tor if it is establ ished that : 
(i) The creditor's claim has been reduced to judgment, the execution on the 
judgment returned unsati s fi ed and the corporation is inso lvent ; or 
(ii) The corporation has admitted in writing that the cred itor's claim is due and 
owing and the corporation is insolvent ; or 

(d) In a proceeding by the corporation to have its voluntary disso lution continued 
under court supervision. 
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(2) Prior to disso lving a corporation, the cOUl1 shall consider whether there are 
reasonable altel'natives to dissolution. SOURCES: Laws, 1987, ch. 485, § 128; 
Laws, 2009, ch. 547, § 3; Laws, 2012, ch. 382, § 67, eff from and after Jan. I, 
2013. 

Neither TUCC nor the City of Mound Bayou have standing pursuant to MS Code Ann. 

§79-11-355 to bring an action for the dissolution of KDT. Neither the Chancery Court, the 

Attorney General, nor the Secretary of State have initiated dissolution proceedings against KDT. 

To the contrary, the Chancery Court has correctly ruled that KDT is and remains an entity in 

good standing within the State of Mississippi , a ruling that is further supported and substantiated 

by the records of the Secretary of State. Neither KDT's membership nor any creditors have 

initiated dissolution proceedings against KDT. It is clear that the Appellants have no standing on 

which to assert or allege the di ssolution of KDT. This Court should give Appe llants assertions 

concerning di ssolution no consideration as neither TUCC nor the City of Mound Bayou have 

standi ng to raise matters of dissolution in the first place. 

Since its creation, KDT has long remained an engaged member of the Mound Bayou, 

Mississippi community. Since the date of acquisition of each parcel comprising the Subject 

Property, KDT has paid the annual ad valorem taxes on said property. From the date of its 

inception, KDT has actively engaged in and sought to improve the Mound Bayou, Mississippi 

community. These efforts include the creation and formation of collaborative partnerships 

throughout the State of Mississippi, to include partnerships with the Mississippi Heritage Trust, 

the Mississippi Department of Archives and at times, the City of Mound Bayo u itself. 

Kemper H. Smith, Sr. was the long-standing Chief Grand Mentor (i.e., president) of KDT 

until 2006/2007. Annyce Perkins Campbell , a ninety-two (92) year old lifelong resident of 

Mound Bayou, Mississippi, testified that she was aware that Kemper H. Smith, Sr. was the Chief 
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Grand Mentor of KDT. Mrs. Campbell also notes that KDT would at times also be referred to 

simply as " Knights and Daughters of Tabor." 

Mary Carter also testified that she onl y referred to KDT as " Knights and Daughters of 

Tabor." 

Both Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Carter testified that they were aware that KDT owned the 

Subject Property. 

The record reflects that KDT is sometimes referred to simply as Knights and Daughters 

of Tabor, and ind ividuals familiar with the organization have testified that they recognize KDT 

as one and the same entity as Knights and Daughters of Tabor. 

In 2006/2007, Kemper I-I. Smith 's health began to fail. Under the guidance and with the 

assistance of lega l counsel , his ch ildren, Myrna Smith-Thompson and Kemper H. Smith, Jr. 

assumed not on ly the duties of hi s personal affairs, but pursuant to a Reso lution duly adopted 

during a Special Meeting called on Apri l 25, 2007, they assumed leadership pos itions within 

KDT. Notice of thi s special meeting was provided to the membership and publication was 

properly effectuated in Bolivar and surrounding counties. No objections to thi s special meeting 

or the Resolution adopted therein were received by KDT. 

Mrs. Thompson has kept KDT engaged in the Mound Bayou community and other areas 

within the State of Mississippi. Mrs. Thompson has ensured the payment of ad va lorem taxes on 

the Subject Property. Mrs. Thompson, to the best of her ability, has sought to keep the properties 

in a decent state of repa ir. 

Mrs. Thompson has organized events in Mound Bayou, Mississ ippi ai med at generating 

and raising awareness regarding the revitalization and hi story of the Subject Property. Over the 

years, these efforts have led Mrs. Thompson to secure partnerships with va ri ous entities and 
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agencies throughout the State of Mississippi. The parties to these proceedings (i.e ., BDT, TUCC 

and the City of Mound Bayou) have consistently engaged Mrs. Thompson and KDT with respect 

to the Subj ect Property. These engagements include BDT's efforts to purchase the property from 

Mrs. Thompson and KDT and the City of Mound Bayou's desire to lease a portion of the Subject 

Property from KDT. The parties to these proceedings are we ll-aware of KDT's long ownership 

and control of the Subject Property. 

The record is clear and the evidence substantiates the fact that KDT is and remains an 

active entity in good standing within the State of Mississippi. KDT has never been subjected to 

any form of disso lution, vo luntary or otherwise. KDT has never forfei ted any portion of the 

Subject Property and prior to its November 30, 2016 special warranty deed to Knights and 

Daughters of Tabor KDT, has never attempted to convey any portion of its interest in the SUbject 

Property to another person or entity. KDT has never ceased it operation and has remained ever 

vigi lant in its efforts to improve the community in Mound Bayou, Miss issippi. This Court should 

confirm KDT's status as an entity in good standing within the State of Mississippi. This Court 

should dismiss any assertions of KDT' s dissolution made by the Appellants for lack of standing 

and should affi rm the deci sion of the Chancery Court whereby it adj udicated that KDT is and 

remains an entity in good standing within the State of Mississippi. 

B. The Chancery Court was correct in quieting and confirming title to Sub ject 
Propel'tv in International Order of Twelve Knights and Daughters of Tabor in 
Mississippi. 

As is summarized above, titl e to the Subjec t Property vested in KDT as fo llows: 

Tract No. Date Acquired Vesting Deed KDT Duration of Ownershi p 

Tract No. I July 16, 1979 Book M 140, Page 195 37+ years 

Tract No.2 January 10, 1942 Book M3 1, Page 2 14 75 years 
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Tract No.3 

Tract 0. 4 

Tract No. 5 

April 24, 1985 

September 15, 1970 

September I , 1939 
September 25, 1939 

Book M 165, Page I 16 

Book M 130, Page 16 

Book M30, Page 368 
Book M30, Page 369 

32 years 

46+ years 

77+ years 

KDT has maintained continuous and uninterrupted contro l and ownership of the Subject 

Property si nce each of the above mentioned acqui sition dates. 

By virtue of its Final Order dated June 2, 20 17, the Chancery Court was correct in 

quieting and confirming title to the Subject Property in KDT. KOT has clearly shown that it is 

and remains an entity in good stand ing within the State of Mississippi. 

The Chancery Court correctl y held that the quitcla im deed acq uired by BOT from vari ous 

purported members of KOT was void and of no effect. Several of those purported grantors could 

not confirm that they were members of KOT and none of the grantors were au thori zed to convey 

property or act on behalf of KDT. No notice or publication was provided and no meeting with 

regard to the conveyance of the Subject Property to BOT was undertaken by these purported 

members. Thus, it is evident that the Chancery Court was correct in rul ing that the quitclaim 

deed whereby BDT purportedly acquired the Subject Property is void and of no effect. BOT has 

not appealed that decision. 

KOT, from the date it acquired each parcel of real property compn slllg the Subject 

Property, has paid and mai ntained the ad va lorem property taxes on those parcels where taxes are 

due. A portion of the Subject Property, to include the Taborian Hospita l property which is the 

primary focus of these proceedings, has long been exempt from the payment of ad valorem taxes. 

Record title confi rms that KOT has maintained continuous and uninterrupted control of the 

Subject Property for many years . 
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KDT, and its representatives, have remained active and engaged both within the City of 

Mound Bayou and surrounding areas . 

KDT, and its representati ves, has been actively engaged in so liciting and seeking out 

collaborative partnerships aimed at providing services to the community of Mound Bayou and 

the fami li es li ving therein. 

KDT, and its representatives, have remained actively engaged in attempts to secure 

funding which will provide for the renovation and refurbishing of the Subject Property, which 

will further allow KDT and its partners to better serve the families li ving in and around Mound 

Bayou, Mississippi. 

On Apri l 25, 2007, under the directi on and advice of legal counsel and as the resu lt of the 

failing hea lth of its chief executive officer (i. e., Chief Grand Mentor, Kemper I-I. Smith, Sr.) 

KDT took proper action in order to secure and ensure its continued ab ility to serve the 

community of Mound Bayou. A Special Meeting was called on April 25, 2007 for the purpose of 

handling the organ ization 's business affa irs. Said Special Meeting was evidenced by dul y 

prepared corporate Minutes which further reflect that upon a Reso lution voted upon by the 

Members present at said meeting, Myrna Smith-Thompson and Kemper H. Smith, Sr. were 

vested with authority to handle KDT's business affairs. 

Notice of Publication was provided "To All Current and Fonner Member [sic] of the 

Knights & Daughters of Tabor" and published in The Bolivar Commercial , The Delta Democrat­

Times, The Yazoo Herald and The C larksdale Press Regi ster, in accordance with Mississippi 

law. KDT received no responses from current or former members in oppos ition to the Minutes or 

adopted Resolution discussed above. 
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Appell ants have asserted that KDT's Apri l 25, 2007 Special Meeting was improperl y 

handled, thus rendering the special warranty deed from KDT to Knights and Daughters of Tabor 

invalid . While KDT maintains that the special warranty deed whereby it conveyed its ti tle to the 

Subject Property to Knights and Daughters of Tabor KDT should be upheld, in the event thi s 

Court renders the April 25, 2007, Spec ial Meeting improper, and the subsequent special warrant y 

deed ineffective, then tit le to the Subj ect Property remains vested in KDT. 

Appellants' baseless cla ims of title hinge on the erroneous assertion that KDT is a 

defunct organi zation. As has clearly been shown throughout these proceedings, KDT was duly 

fo rmed as a Miss iss ippi non-pro fit organization and has remained an entity in good standing 

within the State of Mississippi . No evidence to the contrary ex ists and the Chancery Court was 

correct in confirming title to the Subj ect Property in KDT. This Court should affirm the ruling of 

the Chancery Court and confirm that title to the Subject Pro perty is vested in KDT. 

C. KDT's status as a properlv registered non-profit organization has no bearing on its 
ability to own real property within the State of Mississ ippi. 

Appe ll ants have asserted that KDT has failed to properl y fil e vari ous fo rms and fi lings as 

requ ired by the Miss issippi Secretary o f State and/or the Internal Revenue Service. Not only are 

the Appell ants asserti ons erroneous, they are also immateria l to the quiet titl e action that is the 

matter of the appeal before this Court. 

KDT's ability to properly so licit charitable funds does not pertai n to these proceed ings . 

KDT's status as a properly registered non-pro fit enti ty has no bearing on its abil ity to own rea l 

property within the State of Miss issippi . The questions on appeal to this thi s Court are: (\) Is 

KDT an entity in good stand ing with in the State of Miss iss ippi , and (2) is KDT vested with titl e 

to the Subject Property? 
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KDT has clearly shown that it is and remains an entity in good standing within the State 

of Mississippi . KDT has clearl y shown that it has maintained continuous ownership and control 

of the Subj ect Property since the date it acquired said property. Nei ther the City of Mound Bayou 

nor TUCC have standing to address any matters of d issolution concern ing KDT, to include any 

assel1ions assoc iated with KDT's filings as a non- pro fit organizati on. Furthermore, KDT's fi ling 

of fo rms with the Secretary of State is immaterial to the organi zat ions abil ity to own real 

property. As such, thi s Court should affi rm the ru ling that KDT is an entity in good standing 

within the State of Mississ ippi and furthermore, affirm that KDT remains vested with titl e to the 

Subject Property. 

D. Neither Taborian Urgent Care Center Project, Inc. nor Margo Christian Brooks 
have anv viable claim of title to the Subj ect Property. 

The record is clear that TUCC and the services of Ms. Brooks were reta ined by the City 

of Mound Bayou with regard to the ad ministrati on of a grant program awarded to the City of 

Mound Bayou. Ne ither TUCC nor Ms. Brooks were awarded a grant pertaining to the SUbject 

Property. Any services provided by TUCC and/or Ms. Brooks with respect to the Subject 

Property were prov ided on behalf o f the Ci ty of Mound Bayou. 

By its own admiss ion, TUCC has stated that "the City of Mound Bayou was awarded a 

grant" to renovate the Subj ect Property (specifica lly the Tabo ri an Hospi tal property) . TUCC has 

further acknowledged that "The owner of the old Tabori an Hospital was Internati onal Order of 

Twelve Kni ghts and Daughters of Tabor." 

Furthermore, the City of Mound Bayou has confi rmed that it "reta ined the services of 

Margo Chri stian Brooks to assist with its grant applicati on" and that "Ms. Brooks was retai ned 

by the City of Mound Bayou to act as its Project Administrator. This allowed Mrs. Brooks 

authority to subm it and receive all requests fo r funds under the grant on behalfof the City." 
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Ms. Brooks received a $ 1,000.00 stipend and $60,000.00 annually for her services as 

Project Administrator for the City of Mound Bayou. Correspondence received from the United 

State Department of Agriculture - Rural Development, pertaining to the City of Mound Bayou' s 

award of various grant funds under the Delta Health Care Services Program, confirms that Ms. 

Brooks is recognized as the Project Administrator. A "Project Selection Notice" accompanying 

this correspondence confirms that the recipient is the City of Mound Bayou and a Rural Utilities 

Service Borrower Ach Payment Form further designates the City of Mound Bayou as 

Payee/Company. A Delta Health Care Services Program Cert ificat ion of Authority also lists the 

Grant Recipient as the City of Mound Bayou, with Margo L. Brooks serving as Contract 

Administrator. 

The record is clear and ev idence supports the fact that TUCC and Ms. Brooks have no 

viable claim of title to the Subject Property. Ms. Brooks was hired by the City of Mound Bayou 

to serve in an administrative capacity with respect to grant programs awarded to the City of 

Mound Bayou. Ms. Brooks was compensated financially for her efforts on behalf of the City of 

Mound Bayou. 

Furthermore, as the record refl ects, TUCC ceased operations in April , 2015 and has not 

operated a health care facility on any portion of the Subject Property since th is date . Upon 

cessation of operations, pursuant to the Ass ignment executed between the City of Mound Bayou 

and TUCC, all ofTUCC' s rights, title and interest in property or assets pertaining to the Sublease 

Agreement between the City of Mound Bayou and TUCC automatically reverted to the City of 

Mound Bayou. Effective as of 20 15, TUCC has effectively held no right, title or interest in the 

sublease agreement or any property or assets subject thereto. Aside from being a sub-lessee for a 

short duration of the grant period, and an agent/contractor for the City of Mound Bayou whose 
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task was to administer certain grant programs, which have now terminated, neither TUCC nor 

Ms. Brooks has any ri ght or viable claim of ti tle whatsoever to the Subject Property. 

The effo rts of TUCC and Ms. Brooks to further delay KDT's efforts to c lear its title to 

the Subject Property should be dismissed. Not only do TUCC and Ms. Brooks have no standing 

on which to assert title to the Subject Property, they more importantl y have no viable mechanism 

by which to do so. This Court should uphold the Chancery Court ' s ruling and further qu iet and 

confirm KDT's ti tle to the Subject Property. 

E. The C ity of Mound Bavou has no viable claim of title to the Subject Property. 

The City of Mound Bayou has no legitimate or viable cla im of title to the Subject 

Property. The City of Mound Bayou is well-aware that KDT has long main tained conti nuous and 

exclusive contro l of the Subject Property. 

The City of Mound Bayou is well-aware that KDT has long maintained the payment of 

ad valorem taxes on the Subject Property. 

The City of Mound Bayou is well-aware that KDT and its representati ves have remained 

actively engaged within Mound Bayou and have sought collaboration and partnerships with 

vari ous other individuals and agencies located throughout the State of Mississippi , to include the 

City of Mound Bayou. 

On May 4, 20 I 0, The City of Mound Bayou executed a lease agreement covering 

property which it knew was owned by KDT. On December 19, 20 13, the City of Mound Bayou 

executed an affirmation of thi s lease agreement. 

The City of Mound Bayou is reaching to estab li sh a legitimate cla im of title to the 

Subject Property. The City of Mound Bayou rests its claim of ti tle, if any, on its baseless 

assertions that KDT is a defunct organization. The record refl ects and evidence substantiates that 
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KDT is and remains an acti ve entity 111 good standing within the State of Mississippi . The 

initiation of di ssolution proceedings against KDT have never commenced, either in ternall y or 

externally. The Chancery Court has confirmed KDT's status as entity in good standing within the 

State of Miss issippi . 

Furthermore, pursuant to MS Code Ann. §79-11 -355, the City of Mound Bayou has no 

standing to assert that KDT is a defunct entity or to all ege the di sso lution of KDT. 

The City of Mound Bayou's only rights with respect to the Subject Property are those 

rights of a LesseefTenant. KDT is currently engaged in an eviction proceeding against the Ci ty of 

Mound Bayou as to the Subject Property. The Ci ty of Mound Bayou's effo rts to further delay 

KDT's efforts to quiet and confirm its title to the Subject Property should be dismissed. This 

Court should affirm the ruling of the Chancery Court and confirm that KDT is and remains an 

entity in good standing within the State of Mississippi and that titl e (0 the Subject Property is 

vested in KDT. The City of Mound Bayou's appeal should be di smissed and KDT should be 

allowed to proceed with its ev iction proceedings against the City of Mound Bayou with respect 

to the Subject Property. 

VI. CO 'CLUSION 

The record is clear and evidence has been presented which confirms that KOT is and 

remains an entity in good standing within the State of Miss issippi . Per the records of the 

Mi ssissippi Secretary of State, KDT remains an entity in good standing. The Chancery Court was 

correct in ruling that the quitclaim deed acquired by BOT with respect to the Subject Property 

was vo id and of no effect. The Chancery Court was also correct in ru ling that KOT's special 

warranty deed whereby it conveyed the Subject Property to Knights and Daughters of Tabor 

KDT was val id . 
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KDT has never been the subject of dissolution proceedings, either internall y or 

externally. KDT is and has remained an active member of the Mound Bayou community for 

many years. 

KDT has long maintai ned continuous and exclusive ownership and control on the Subject 

Property. KDT has ensured the an nual payment of ad valorem taxes on those non-exempt 

properties where taxes are due and has maintained the Subject Property. 

KDT has actively led efforts to revitalize the Mound Bayou community, to include efforts 

aimed at revitalizing the Subject Property for the provisions of services to those families living 

within the Mound Bayou community. 

Nei ther TUCC nor Ms. Brooks has a legitimate viable claim of titl e to the Subject 

Property. At one time, TUCC purported ly held ri ghts as a sub-lessee of the Taborian Hospital 

property, however, those ri ghts automaticall y terminated upon TUCC's cessation of operations 

in April , 2015. Any right, title and interest TUCC may have held in the property or assets located 

in or upon the Subject Property automatically reverted to the City of Mound Bayou upon 

TUCC 's cessat ion of operations in Apri l, 2015. 

Ms. Brooks was a duly paid and compensated agent or employee of the City of Mound 

Bayou, whose services as a Contrac t/Grant Administrator were retained by the City of Mound 

Bayou with respect to certain grant programs awarded to the City of Mound Bayou. Ms. Brooks 

was never personally awarded a grant or associated funding. Any work done by Ms. Brooks was 

done on behalfofthe City of Mound Bayou. 

TUCC closed its doors in April , 2015 and Ms. Brooks' work for the City terminated on or 

before the same date. Ms. Brooks' service as an agent/employee of the City of Mound Bayou at 

no time vested in her a legit imate or valid claim of title to the Subject Property. 
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The City of Mound Bayou a lso has no legitimate or valid claim of titl e to the Subject 

Property. The City of Mound Bayou has no standing on which to assert or claim that KDT has 

been di sso lved. The rights o f the City of Mound Bayou with respect to the Subject Property, if 

any, are limited to those of a Lessee-Tenant. Those rights, if any, are the subject of a pending 

eviction proceeding filed in the County Court of Bolivar County, Miss iss ippi. 

WH EREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Appellee, International Order o f Twelve 

Knights and Daughters of Tabor, Mississippi Juri sdicti on, Inc., alkJa International Order of 

Twelve Knights and Daughters of Tabor in Mississippi , prays that thi s Court wi ll affi rm the 

ruling o f the Chancery Court by ruling that Internationa l Order of Twelve Knights and Daughters 

of Tabor, Mississippi Juri sdiction, Inc. , alkJa International Order of Twelve Knights and 

Daughters of Tabor in Mississippi is and remains an entity in good standing within the State of 

Miss issippi , and further quiet and confirm title to the Subject Property in International Order of 

Twelve Knights and Daughters o f Tabor, Mi ssiss ippi Juri sdiction, Inc., alk/a Internati onal Order 

of Twelve Knights and Daughters of Tabor in Mississippi . Additionall y, Internati onal Order of 

Twelve Knights and Daughters o f Tabor, Mississippi Juri sdiction, Inc., alkJa International Order 

of Twelve Knights and Daughters of Tabor in Mississ ippi , prays that thi s Court will dismiss the 

attempts of the Appe llants, the City of Mound Bayou, Taborian Urgent Care Center, Inc. and 

Margo Chri stian Brooks, to further intervene in these proceedings and further di smiss any claims 

o f titl e to the Subject Property of the Appellants, the City of Mound Bayou, Taborian Urgent 

Care Center, Inc. and Margo Christian Brooks, thereby further confirming that titl e to the Subject 

Property is quieted and confirmed in the Appellee, International Order o f Twelve Knights and 

Daughters of Tabor, Mississippi Juri sdiction, lnc. , alkJa International Order of Twelve Knights 

and Daughters of Tabor in Mississ ippi. 
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This the 25th day of January, 2018. 

OF COUNSEL: 

Sheldon G. Alston, Esq. (MSB No. 9784) 
Jesse S. New, Jr. , Esq. (MSB No. 1 02276) 

Respectfully submitted , 

INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF TWELVE 
KNIGHTS AND DAUGHTERS OF TABOR 
IN MISSISSIPPI 

By: Is/Jesse S. New, Jr. 
One of Its Attorneys 

BRUNINI, GRANTHAM, GROWER & HEWES, PLLC 
Post Office Drawer 119 
Jackson, MS 39205-0 119 
Telephone: (601) 948-3101 
Facsimile: (601) 960-6902 
salston@brunini.com 
jnew@brunini .com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Jesse S. New, Jr., counsel ofrecord for Appellee International Order of Twelve Knights 

and Daughters of Tabor, Mississippi Jurisdiction, Inc., a/k/a International Order of Twelve 

Knights and Daughters of Tabor in Mississippi, do hereby certify that I have this day filed the 

foregoing Appellee Brief with the Clerk of this Court using the Court's ECF system, which sent 

electronic notification to the following: 
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lboone@boonelawfi rm.com 
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