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I.   Summary of the Argument and Argument 

 

Because the dispute between the Appellants and Appellee Leslie Tuberville involves, in 

part, an effort to set aside a sale of the disputed property for unpaid taxes, the Appellees John A. 

Sullivan in his capacity as the Rankin County, Mississippi Tax Assessor, Judy Fortenberry in her 

capacity as the Rankin County, Mississippi Tax Collector and Larry Swales in his capacity as clerk 

of the Chancery Court of Rankin County, (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Rankin County 

Defendants”) were named as defendants in the chancery court litigation.  However, the Rankin 

County Defendants have no interest in the litigation between the tax sale purchaser and the former 

landowner.  For this reason, the Rankin County Defendants, through counsel, announced at trial 

that they had no interest in the litigation and assured the Court that they would abide by the 

decision of the court.  The Rankin County Defendants were excused from trial and did not 

participate.  

As in the trial court, the Rankin County Defendants have no interest in the outcome of the 

appeal and will promptly abide by the decision of the Mississippi Supreme Court. 

II.  Conclusion 

The Rankin County Defendants respectfully submit that they have no interest in the 

outcome of this appeal and will promptly abide by the decision of the Mississippi Supreme Court.   
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Respectfully submitted on the 30
th

 day of October, 2014. 

s/ Craig L. Slay 

Craig L. Slay (MSB #10272) 

Board Attorney - Rankin County Board of 

Supervisors 
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Tel:  601-825-1475 

cslay@rankincounty.org 
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